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Introduction 

Connect is a long-standing third sector intermediary for parents’ organisations and the only 
Scottish charity which is dedicated to parental engagement in learning and education. We 
provide membership services to Parent Councils and PTAs, as well as offering advice and 
information to individual parents about any aspect of the education of their child or the wider 
education system. We support education professionals in developing their skills and 
understanding around effective partnership working with families and the wider community. 

We welcome the opportunity to provide this submission to the Scottish Parliament’s Education 
and Skills Committee ahead of its evidence session with the Cabinet Secretary for Education 
and Skills. We ask that the Committee consider how is the Scottish Government ensuring local 
authorities and schools consult with families on their plans for blended learning? 

Interim Survey Report 

We are currently conducting a second lockdown survey of parents and carers’ experiences 
during the COVID19 pandemic, as well as their views on their children returning to nursery or 
school in August. 

The full interim survey report can be read on our website here 
https://connect.scot/news/connects-interim-report-our-parentcarer-survey-next-steps-back-
school-and-how-are-you-doing-now 

The survey was designed by Connect and runs until 30 June. It is being distributed through our 
own communication networks and is being shared multiple times on Twitter and Facebook. 

As of 2 June 10am, there were 2007 responses from 29 local authorities (out of 32): 
questions and responses relevant to the return to school as follows: 

In general, how are you feeling about children returning to nursery/school in August? 
(You may choose more than one answer and use the Comments Box to expand your 
answer if you wish). 1989 responses. 

• I feel positive about it. 23.63% (470) 
• I feel a bit worried and need more reassurance/information about what will happen in 

school. 46.76% (930) 
• I am neither positive nor worried about it - it's too soon to say. 18.50% (368) 
• I feel very worried. 9.65% (192) 
• We're fine at home and not in any hurry for my child to get back to school/nursery .16.84% 

(335) 
• My child is still attending school/nursery. 1.11% (22) 
• Other (please explain) 11% (228) 

Please only answer this question if you do not intend - at the moment - to send your child 
back to nursery/school in August. Please select your main reason. 403 responses. 

• We have long term health issues at home and need to shield 9.93% (40) 
• I feel too worried about how social distancing will be managed  7.20% (29) 
• I feel too worried about how good hygiene will be managed 2.73% (11) 

https://connect.scot/news/connects-interim-report-our-parentcarer-survey-next-steps-back-school-and-how-are-you-doing-now
https://connect.scot/news/connects-interim-report-our-parentcarer-survey-next-steps-back-school-and-how-are-you-doing-now


• I feel too worried about what school will be like for my child 13.65% (55) 
• We are doing fine at home and can manage well 3.72% (15) 
• Part time school and part time learning at home will be too confusing/difficult for my 

child/family 8.44% (34) 
• We will wait until the threat of coronavirus reduces much more, or is removed entirely 

12.16% (49) 
• I need much more information and reassurance 23.08% (93) 
• I am too worried about the safety of the school staff as well as that of the children 6.45% 

(26) 
• Other (please explain) 19% (76) 

Current Scottish Government proposals are for a 'blended model' of education, where 
children and young people will learn part time at school and part time at home. Would 
this be possible for your family? You may select more than one answer. 1978 responses. 

• This would be fine for my family - we can manage this, whatever the model is 28.26% (559) 
• My employer would have to be flexible about my working arrangements for this to happen 

35.74% (707) 
• School is not possible at all for my family for health reasons 1.26% (25) 
• Part time school is not possible for my child because of my/our work commitments and we 

would need additional care 20.37% (403) 
• Part time school is not possible for my family for other reasons (please explain in the 

Comments Box) 2.63% (52) 
• It depends on how this is organised eg part time each day or part time each week or one 

week in school and one week at home 36.45% (721) 
• It is not relevant as I am not planning to send my child to school/nursery 1.26% (25) 
• If you answered 'Other', please explain why part time school does not work for your family 

11.63% (230) 

Parents were asked if they would like to be consulted on how blended learning will work in their 
school/nursery.  1981 responded, with 87% (1720) saying yes, 6% (116) no, and 7% (145) don’t 
know. When asked if they had been consulted, with 1988 responses, 3% (41) said yes, 76% 
(1504) no, 19% (382) said they had been advised that they were going to be consulted, and 3% 
(52) said they did not know. 

Would you need extra care/activities for your child, in addition to part time school? This 
would depend on whether local arrangements (staffing, space) were possible eg for 
homework clubs, outdoor activities/clubs, extended after-school clubs and so on. 1987 
responses. 

• Yes this would be essential for my family 25.26% (502) 
• No, we can manage part time school 37.49% (745) 
• It depends on what was available and if we had to pay 22.55% (448) 
• Don't know 11.58% (230) 
• Other (please explain) 10% (203) 

What do you think might be the impact on your family of the 'blended model' (part time 
school, part time at home)? 1997 responses.  

• Very little impact 12.52% (250) 



• Some negative impacts 46.52% (929) 
• Many negative impacts 21.88% (437) 
• Don't know 17.28% (345) 

If you feel 'blended learning' (part time school) may have a negative impact on your 
family, what will this impact be? You may choose more than one option. 1750 responses. 

• On our family finances 25.14% (440) 
• On my child's friendships/social confidence 64.51% (1129) 
• On my health and wellbeing (including mental health) 39.71% (695) 
• On my child's health and wellbeing (including mental health) 56.91% (996) 
• On my child's education 72.23% (1264) 
• Other (please explain) 11.60% (203) 

Sample of parent comments on blended learning and the return to school 

• ‘I absolutely cannot manage my children’s education at home as it is so stressful and it is 
now having an effect on my mental health’ 

• ‘The reality of working at home and trying to school is extremely difficult even with a flexible 
employer. We are not teachers, our child has additional support needs and struggles to 
learn independently’ 

• ‘If my kids are all at school at different times, and I'm having to be home every day still, my 
work hours will continue to be affected’ 

• ‘Schooling at home has been pretty challenging. My employer has been flexible but I don’t 
know if this will continue’ 

• ‘We have no access to an iPad, laptop or computer for online learning we only have smart 
phone devices in the house that wouldn't be suitable so their education could suffer’ 

• ‘My child is already anxious and struggles if I’m not close by and worries that we might get 
sick’ 

• ‘Really wanting my child back to school to get proper education but a little concerned about 
his wellbeing ‘ 

• ‘Positive - my children are looking forward to seeing their friends but nervous that we don’t 
know what school will look, whether their friends will be in on the same day and how they 
will social distance (not sure they can at their young age!). My daughter starts P1 in August 
and very nervous about how she will be. She’s had no transition and will be very difficult for 
her to transition into school routines and learn how to socialise again’ 

• ‘I feel happier that they are not returning until August. I am thankful the teachers are having 
an opportunity to get things ready.’ 

Conclusion 

The interim findings from our survey give clear messages about the demand for consultation 
with parents, issues of how families will actually manage part-time school and the need for a 
mixed economy of activities and school/childcare. The comments from parents also highlight 
further issues around significant challenges for families where a child has additional support 



needs and where there is poverty and digital exclusion. A significant proportion of parents say 
they cannot manage currently, never mind in August. 


